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Sergio Dávila spent last summer 
in Paris, France, seeing great 
works of art in its museums.
Davila, a junior government 
major who took part in UTB/
TSC’s Study Abroad program, 
enjoyed the experience so much 
that he flew back to France on 
Sunday to spend six months 
there.
“It was a very exciting 
experience,” he said about 
spending Summer Session II 2008 
abroad in an e-mail interview 
with The Collegian. “It was the 
first time I was away from home 
for a whole month. I experienced 
mixed emotions of solitude, 
independence, nostalgia and 
excitement at the same time.”
Dávila said being in Paris was 
of great advantage while studying 
art and culture “because we were 
able to actually see the pieces of 
artwork.”
UTB/TSC’s Study Abroad 
program offers various 
destinations for the traveler in 
you. 
This May and summer 
sessions, students can study in 
the cultural centers of London; 
Paris; Barcelona, Spain; Berlin; 
and Mérida, Yucatán, Mexico. 
The program offers two 
options: spending a semester 
or summer session abroad. The 
summer sessions are about three 
to four weeks in length. Prices 
for the trips range from $1,600 to 
$3,350, excluding tuition. Each 
course offered in these trips is a 
three-hour credit.
Three UTB/TSC students 
are spending Spring 2009 in 
Spain and two in France, said 
Study Abroad Director Suzanne 
Lalonde. In addition, two foreign 
College tuition continues 
to increase and some Texas 
legislators want to do something 
about it. 
In 2003, the average cost of 
tuition and fees at the state’s 
public universities was $3,383. 
By 2008, it was $5,569, an 
increase of 64 percent in five 
years.  
Senate Bill 105, which 
proposes a limit on increases 
in fees and designated tuition 
charged by public institutions of 
higher education, was co-written 
by state Sen. Juan Hinojosa (D-
McAllen).
“We deregulated tuition 
about five years ago and I voted 
against,” Hinojosa said. “I felt it 
was a back-door tax on students 
and their families, and it is the 
responsibility of the state to make 
higher education affordable. The 
state should pay more money 
to support our colleges and 
universities, but … because of 
tuition deregulation, the state 
has decreased the amount of 
money that is needed to support 
our education and, at the same 
time, tuition increases have gone 
through the roof.”
According to a tuition 
memorandum provided by 
Hinojosa, attending a four-year 
public university costs about 
45 percent of low- and middle-
income families’ annual earnings, 
which is about $18,152 a year.
“If you compare health 
care, health care has increased 
the fastest and now tuition is 
increasing faster than health-care 
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Lawmakers battle tuition increase
By Linet Cisneros
Collegian Editor
Consuelo Duval, (left) practices being more assertive as suggested by Mercedes Molto in a scene from “Por Qué Los Hombres Aman 
a las Cabronas,” presented Wednesday night at Teatro de la Reforma in Matamoros, Mexico. See story, Page 15.
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B r i e f s
S c h o l a r s h i p s  &  I n t e r n s h i p s
Student Success workshop
A workshop titled “Time 
Management” will be presented 
by Academic Counselor Rob-
ert Phaneuf from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday in Cardenas Hall 
North 104. The workshops are 
sponsored by the Student Suc-
cess Center.  For more informa-
tion, call 882-8292.
A workshop titled “Learning 
Styles” is scheduled from noon 
to 1 p.m. Thursday in Cardenas 
Hall North 104. The workshops 
are sponsored by the Student 
Success Center. For more infor-
mation, call 882-8292.
Basketball league
Registration for the Basket-
ball League ends Wednesday. A 
captain’s meeting is scheduled at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Stu-
dent Union’s Salon Jacaranda. 
For more information or to sign 
up, visit www.campusrecreation.
utb.edu or call 982-0172.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Soil-less” 
by Sara Good runs through Feb. 
6 in the Rusteberg Art Gallery. 
Admission is $1. Gallery hours 
are 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 10 a.m. to noon Friday. For 
more information, call 882-7097 
or send an e-mail to gallery@utb.
edu.
Patron of the Arts
Pianist Uzziel Guzman will 
perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission 
is $7 for adults, $5 for senior 
citizens and children, and $3 for 
UTB/TSC students with a valid 
ID. For more information, call 
882-7025.
Bass-baritone Safford Turner, 
soprano Rebecca Turner and 
pianist Kenneth Saxon will per-
form at 8 p.m. Friday in the SET-
B Lecture Hall. Admission is $3. 
For more information, call 882-
7025.
Island lecture series
UTB/TSC’s Island Lecture 
Series topic is “Pre-Hispanic 
Percussion from Mexico to the 
World,” presented by assistant 
professor Tom Nevill and Ad-
junct Professor David Lopez at 
5:30 p.m. Friday in Club Padre, 
located at 5800 Padre Boulevard 
on South Padre Island. Tickets are 
$2 and are available at the South 
Padre Island Visitors Center and 
at the door. For more informa-
tion, call 772-9097.
Drumline auditions
Drumline auditions will take 
place at 6 p.m. Feb. 2 and 4 in the 
Music Building. For more infor-
mation, call Tom Nevill, director 
of percussion studies, at 882-
8274, or send an e-mail to tom.
nevill@utb.edu.  
Immunizations
Student Health Services has 
$5 immunizations for hepatitis A, 
hepatitis B, HPV (human papil-
loma virus), polio, meningitis, 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
influenza and varicella (chicken 
pox). Prices apply to students 18 
years or younger at time of visit. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
Research symposium
The 11th annual UTB/TSC Re-
search Symposium is accepting 
abstracts from faculty, students 
and staff interested in presenting 
their work. This is a cross-disci-
pline symposium and presenta-
tions are welcome in any area 
involved in scholarly work or re-
search. The deadline to submit 
applications online is March 1. 
For more information, visit http://
blue.utb.edu/research. 
Microsoft Office workshop
UTB/TSC offers a free Mi-
crosoft Office Workshop on 
Excel, Access, Outlook, Word, 
FrontPage, Publisher and Pow-
erPoint to students, staff and fac-
ulty by appointment in Arnulfo L. 
Oliveira Memorial Library room 
235. To register, visit http://blue.
utb.edu/usslabs/.
Learning Enrichment services
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab 
gives support with writing as-
signments, research papers, on-
line database research and Black-
board assistance. All services are 
free for current UTB/TSC stu-
dents. Operating hours are from 
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday in Cardenas Hall 
North 120.
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement Schol-
ars, a service learning club, meets 
at 11 a.m. every Friday at UTB/
TSC’s Center for Civic Engage-
ment, located at 1301 E. Madison 
St. Students interested in serving 
the community through various 
projects are welcome to join. For 
more information call 882-4303, 
visit www.civicengagement.com, 
or send an e-mail to informa-
tion@civicengagement.com.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organi-
zation or department news pub-
lished in the Collegian’s Briefs 
section, call Paola Ibarra at 882-
5143 or send her an e-mail at 
collegian@utb.edu. 
Scholarships
The UTB/TSC Alumni Associa-
tion will award a $500 scholar-
ship each spring and fall semester 
to students who are active mem-
bers of the UTB/TSC Alumni 
Association, are junior, senior 
or graduate students with a 3.0 
GPA, enrolled for at least three 
credit hours and are U.S. citizens 
or resident aliens. The deadline 
to apply is Saturday. For more 
information, visit the Financial 
Assistance office in Tandy Hall 
206 or the Fort Brown Memo-
rial Center office, located at 600 
International Blvd.
The Microsoft Scholarship Pro-
grams is available to students who 
are enrolled in a bachelor’s degree 
program at a college or university 
in the United States, Mexico or 
Canada, are enrolled full time and 
make the satisfactory progress to-
ward an undergraduate degree in 
computer science, computer en-
gineering, math or physics, have 
a demonstrated interest in com-
puter science and maintain a 3.0 
GPA. The deadline to apply is 
Sunday. For more information or 
an application, visit http://www.
microsoft.com/colleges/ss_reqs.
mspx. 
The MUST Scholarship Pro-
gram is available to U.S. citizens 
who hold full-time academic sta-
tus at an accredited college or uni-
versity, are rising college fresh-
men, sophomores or juniors, have 
and maintain a GPA of 3.0 and 
must pursue a degree in physical 
science, technology, engineering 
or mathematics discipline. The 
deadline to apply is Feb. 2. For 
more information or an applica-
tion, visit http://scholarships.his-
panicfun.org/applications/. 
Trials is a unique partnership of 
the New York University School 
of Law, Harvard Law School and 
the Advantage Testing Founda-
tion to fully subsidize a summer 
study program for students of 
modest means. Trials students 
take residence at Harvard or New 
York University. All applications 
must be submitted online. The 
first step is to open a candidate 
file by completing Part I of the 
online application. Submit a two-
page personal statement on a top-
ic of your choosing. Part II of the 
application must be completed 
by March 1. Final-round appli-
cants may be asked to participate 
in telephone interviews and take 
a test in logical reasoning. For 
more information, visit http://tri-
als.atfoundation.org.
Internships
The Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute Graduate and 
Young Professional Fellowship 
Program offers Latino college 
graduates and young profession-
als exposure to professional expe-
rience in the public policy area of 
health, housing, law, international 
affairs and science, technology, 
education and math. Applicants 
must possess a graduate degree 
from an accredited educational 
institution or equivalent three 
years professional experience in 
the chosen policy field, high aca-
demic achievement, superior oral 
and written analytical and com-
munication skills, consistent ac-
tive participation in public and/or 
community service activities and 
be U.S. citizens or legal perma-
nent residents. The deadline to 




The Archer Center Fellowship, 
in conjunction with the Universi-
ty of Texas System, brings highly 
motivated and accomplished stu-
dents to Washington, D.C., to par-
ticipate in varied internships and 
take part in classes focusing on 
policy, economics and persuasion. 
The fellowship is eligible to stu-
dents who are juniors or seniors, 
have an overall grade-point aver-
age of 3.0, have previous work or 
internship experience and com-
plete government requirements. 
The deadline to apply is Feb.13. 
For more information, visit www.
archercenter.org.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
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At home or in-office 
appointments available
Joel Alaffa, the Student 
Government Association’s vice 
president of administration, has 
resigned. 
The resignation was announced 
by Erasmo Castro, the former 
vice president of public relations, 
who succeeds Alaffa because he 
is “next in line,” SGA President 
Jorge Alanis said.
The Collegian tried to contact 
Alaffa Thursday night, but he did 
not return calls.
Asked why Alaffa resigned, 
Alanis said there was a confl ict 
with the senate’s meetings and 
his class schedule.
“One of the main reasons is 
because he wouldn’t be able to 
fulfi ll his duties as it states on the 
SGA constitution due to the fact 
that we are going to be having the 
meetings on Thursday at 5 p.m.,” 
Alanis said. “Unfortunately, he 
has a class at that time, so due to 
the fact of his academics, that’s 
the reason he had to step out of 
SGA.” 
 The position of vice president 
for public relations and 14 
other positions in the senate are 
vacant. 
SGA Adviser Vince Solis said 
the group is working to fi ll the 
vacancies.
“We did lose a couple of 
students to no longer being 
enrolled,” Solis said. “We lost a 
couple of students to academics, 
so that cost some seats, but that’s 
only some. Most of them are just 
vacant seats they need to fi ll.” 
The senate hopes to fi ll the 
vacancies with 20 applications 
received during Join-a-Club Day.
Candidates were scheduled for 
interviews last Friday afternoon. 
The senate voted to appoint 
Freshman Senator David Smith 
as senator pro-tem. The position 
became vacant when Melanie 
Rodriguez resigned.
A senator pro-tem gives a 
weekly report to the senate on 
what is discussed during the 
SGA’s Executive Board meetings 
and serves as the acting speaker in 
the absence of the vice president 
of administration.  
Rodriguez continues to serve 
on fi nancial affairs and selection 
committees.
Asked why she resigned as 
senator pro-tem, Rodriguez 
replied, “It’s a lot of responsibility 
and there is not enough time 
to do everything. That’s why I 
submitted my resignation letter. 
… I am still in the committees. 
I am still here. There’s no 
animosity, there’s nothing bad, 
it’s just I couldn’t handle it.”
Jose A. Guerra, a senator at 
large, was named interim vice 
president of historical archives. 
In other business, the senate 
tabled Resolution 15, which calls 
nominations in the SGA election 
to begin March 23 and end March 
31; that background checks be 
conducted April 1 and 2; that 
campaigning begin April 6 and 
end April 14; that elections be 
conducted April 15 and 16; and 
that results be announced April 
17.
Heather Olague, who works in 
the Leadership and Mentorship 
Program, was introduced as a 
new SGA adviser, joining Solis 
and Sergio Martinez.
During a special meeting Jan. 
20, Nathaniel García, a freshman 
biology major, was sworn 
in as a freshman senator and 
Jonathan Jones, a junior biology 
psychology major, as a senator at 
large.
The SGA will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. 
SGA gets new vice president
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Newly appointed SGA Vice President of Administration Erasmo Castro announces the 
resignation of his predecessor, Joel Alaffa, during Thursday’s Student Government 
Association meeting.    
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exchange graduate students 
from France, Marie Dautriche 
and Olivier Schoutedem, are 
working as teaching assistants 
in the university’s Modern 
Languages Department.
Asked what she liked about 
being here, so far, Dautriche 
replied, “Everything. I like the 
food tortillas, pizza, tacos. We 
like the weather because in Paris 
it was zero degrees. I like the 
university. You really have a 
beautiful, wonderful university.”
For UTB/TSC students who 
are not yet up to being so far 
from home, Mérida, Mexico 
might be the place to go.
David Hicks, an assistant 
professor in the Biological 
Sciences Department, will lead 
the tour of the Mexican states of 
Veracruz and Yucatán from July 
2 to 25.
“We’re going to travel by van, 
which allows us, as we head 
south, to stop at the various 
archeological sites as well as 
stop at the various coastal sites,” 
Hicks said. 
The Study Abroad offi ce has 
travel sponsorships available 
to UTB/TSC students. Awards 
range from $600 to $900 and 
are based on academic merit 
and fi nancial need. A minimum 
grade-point average of 2.75 is 
required, as well as an essay 
regarding why you want to 
participate in the program and 
two letters of recommendation 
from professors.
Lalonde said students should 
consider taking advantage of 
the trips because the program 
is funded by the international 
student fee, which is paid by all 
students. 
“The Study Abroad offi ce is 
always looking for new funding 
opportunities for the students,” 
said Lalonde, who can be 
contacted at 882-7450 for more 
information about the program.
For Dávila, the lessons abroad 
were not just academic.
“I learned how to use the 
metro system, which was 
basically new to me,” he said, 
referring to Paris’ subway 
system. “Most important of all, I 
gained confi dence in myself and 
found my true self. … Knowing 
that you can accomplish what 
you’ve always wanted is worth 
the trip.” Abroad
Continued from Page 1
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just call them. If you need an 
escort when going back home 
late at night, they give you 
a ride. So, yeah, I feel pretty 









a lot of 
people, so I 
just basically 
hang around 



























--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa
--Photos by Diego Lerma
Do you feel 
safe on or 
near campus?
Last Wednesday I was in 
Matamoros when I realized that 
I had left my 
cell phone in 
an Education 
and Business 
C o m p l e x 
r e s t r o o m . 
I called 




had found my cell phone.
The department was very 
efficient and I am grateful for 
their help.
However, there is room for 
improvement in an area of this 
department.
Why is it that one can be issued 
a parking citation after 5 p.m., but 
cannot pick up a parking permit 
after 5 p.m.?
The process of obtaining 
parking permits needs some fine-
tuning.
Many students work. I have two 
jobs and take five classes. I know 
I’m not the only person in this 
situation; there are also students 
who come to school at night 
because they work during the day. 
It’s understandable that they can’t 
get out of work early just to come 
and pick up a parking permit. And 
if they do, they can’t stand in line 
for 30 minutes or more; they have 
to go back to work.
On Jan. 7, I paid for my parking 
permit and my tuition at the 
Business Office in Tandy Hall. I 
did this because I thought it would 
be faster than having to pay for it 
at Campus Police headquarters in 
Cavalry Hall.
During the first week of class, 
I tried to pick up a permit at 
Campus Police twice. I had no 
success due to the long line.
Last Tuesday, I visited Cavalry 
Hall four times. The first time was 
at 10:45 a.m., after class. I didn’t 
stay in line for long because I had 
to go to work. The second time, 
at 11:40 a.m., I was stopped by 
a Campus Police officer before 
entering the building. He told 
me and two other students, who 
got there at the same time as I 
did, that we couldn’t go in at that 
moment and to come back at 1 
p.m. He explained that only one 
person was handing out permits at 
that time. 
I was shocked. Does that mean 
Campus Police doesn’t issue 
citations during lunch breaks?
The third time I went to Campus 
Police was at 2:40 p.m., but left 
because I was hungry.
The last time I went was at 4:38 
p.m. and again I was stopped at 
the entrance by another Campus 
Police officer, who asked me if I 
had already paid for the permit. I 
had, and he let me go in. I asked 
him if he would have let me in if 
I hadn’t paid for the permit. He 
said no, because the money from 
the cashiers had to be delivered 
to the Business Office in Tandy 
Hall before 5 p.m. During this 
last attempt, I saw five people 
being turned away. Two of them, 
whom I know, complained to me 
that they had gone to the Campus 
Police office at 11 a.m., but just 
like me were told to go back at 
1 p.m. They had classes, so they 
came back at 4:50 p.m. and were 
told to come back the next day.
They were obviously upset.
It appears that Campus Police’s 
business hours aren’t from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., but rather 8 to 11:40 
a.m. and 1 to 4:40 p.m.
The process for obtaining a 
parking permit has to change. The 
university is growing and we need 
more people helping us. Students 
are not just students; they are 
employers and employees, parents 
and children, husbands and wives, 
with the responsibilities and 
obligations required of said roles.
I would like to suggest:
--that parking permits be 
distributed by the Business Office, 
as has been done in previous 
semesters;
--that staff be available during 
“down” hours, such as lunchtime 
or after 5 p.m. so it will be more 
convenient for those of us who 
are working or are in class during 
normal business hours to pick up 
a permit;
--that more staff be available to 
distribute permits at least during 
the first two weeks of school;
--or that automated permit 
machines be placed in strategic 
locations across campus.
I hope Campus Police sees this 
column as nothing more than 
constructive criticism, intending 
to improve the quality of the fine 
service they offer.
Par king per mit  f r ustrat ion 
By Graciela L. Salazar
Columnist
Here we are at the beginning 
of the Spring 2009 semester, 
and things have not changed 
concerning the abuse of parking 
spaces for the disabled. In the first 
week of the semester, I witnessed 
numerous people parking illegally 
in the disabled parking spaces 
in the Tandy Hall parking lot. 
  On Jan. 15, I witnessed two 
young men park their pickup 
[truck] in a crossbar space over 
a wheelchair curb cut. One of 
the young men told me that they 
were there to pick up a popcorn 
machine from Tandy Hall. 
     A wheelchair symbol on a sign 
in front of a disabled parking 
space does not designate a loading 
and unloading zone. These two 
young men and anyone else who 
abuses parking spaces for the 
disabled are rude, inconsiderate 
and selfish. 
  There are those of us with 
disabilities who depend on these 
parking spaces. You’re saying to 
yourself, ‘Oh, I’m just going to 
park there for a second while I 
dash into Tandy Hall to take care 
of something.’ Have you ever 
thought that in that one second 
someone with a disability needed 
that parking space and couldn’t 
use it because you were too selfish 
to think of anyone else other than 
yourself?
   In my three semesters at UTB/
TSC, I have brought my concerns 
• See ‘Letter’ Page 10
Fellow students, I hope last week was 
exciting and eventful for all of you. I know 
for most of the student organizations and your 
Student Government it was exhilarating.
During Wednesday’s Join-A-Club Day, I 
enjoyed seeing a lot of students looking at the 
different organizations and really showing 
an interest in becoming involved.  I am 
thrilled to see lots of new faces involved in 
student organizations and, most importantly, 
ready to make a difference on campus and in 
the community.
Student Government was fortunate to 
have a good turnout of applicants, and looks 
forward to bringing them aboard the Senate. 
As most of you know, Barack 
Obama was inaugurated as the 
44th president of the United 
States. As he said in his first 
speech as president, “change 
has come to America.” Many 
of you are willing to get 
involved, and, through your 
service, can bring change to 
UTB/TSC.
In order to promote school 
spirit and bring together student 
organizations, your Student Government 
sponsored a competition during the Scorpion 
baseball season opener. The competition 
involved the most school-
spirited organizations, with 
prizes of $200, $100 and $50. 
As mentioned before, we want 
to continue working together 
with student organizations and 
help them with their endeavors 
in any way we can. In the 
creation of events, the SGA 
looks forward to giving student 
organizations the opportunity to 
raise funds during some of our 
events. 
After reading in The Collegian about the 
girl who was wounded by the “would-be 
robber,” students have become concerned 
with their safety on campus. I applaud 
Campus Police’s response time and for 
making sure our students are safe. Student 
Government will get together with Campus 
Police and find ways of keeping you, the 
student body, well informed and safe. As 
more student concerns arise, I will make 
sure to inform all of you through our weekly 
meetings or through this column. 
Have a good week.
Jorge Alanis
SGA President
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r
WASHINGTON--The Senate 
Finance Committee on Thursday 
approved the nomination of 
Timothy Geithner to be Treasury 
secretary, but his final confirmation 
could be delayed until this week as 
Republicans seek to delve deeper 
into his personal finances.
Geithner, the head of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York since 
November 2004, appeared to be a 
slam dunk when he was nominated 
late last year. The recent revelation 
of numerous tax errors, including 
failure to pay self-employment 
taxes over a four-year period, 
however, created unexpected 
hurdles. Geithner belatedly paid 
all his taxes, plus interest.
Despite the concerns over those 
errors, the panel voted 18-5 to 
send Geithner’s nomination to 
the full Senate for consideration. 
All five “no” votes came from 
Republicans.
Iowa Sen. Charles Grassley, 
the senior Republican on the 
committee, voted against 
Geithner.
“The nominee’s answers to 
the committee and during the 
vetting process give me pause. 
The explanations for irregularities 
have ranged from statements 
that he should have known, to 
proclamations that if only his 
accountants had warned him,” 
Grassley said in an opening 
statement. “I received a message 
yesterday from a constituent in 
Dubuque expressing concern about 
this nomination. The constituent 
wrote, ‘If the man cannot handle 
his own finances, how is he going 
to handle the country’s?’”
Thursday’s vote followed a four-
hour hearing on Wednesday, where 
Geithner was grilled over both his 
tax problems and decisions he 
made as part of governmentwide 
efforts to bail out financial 
institutions. His response to the 
committee’s written questions was 
released Thursday and shed some 
light on President Barack Obama’s 
economic plans.
In an answer sure to rile Wall 
Street, Geithner supported the 
regulation of hedge funds, the 
lightly regulated private pools of 
capital that invest on behalf of 
the ultra wealthy and endowment 
funds of universities.
“With an objective of bringing 
greater transparency and oversight, 
I believe that we should consider 
requiring registration of hedge 
funds,” he wrote.
Geithner was vague about 
stimulus efforts, but he answered 
more freely about how the new 
administration will use the 
remainder of October’s $700 
billion Wall Street rescue fund.
For starters, he wrote, healthy 
banks that aren’t short of capital 
but seek federal bailout money 
will have to boost their lending to 
consumers and businesses above a 
pre-determined baseline level.
“Banks receiving government 
capital will be required to provide 
detailed and timely information 
on their lending patterns broken 
down by category,” Geithner said, 
adding that companies will report 
this information quarterly and 
describe factors “that influenced 
their decisions.”
The Obama administration 
had hoped for Geithner’s quick 
confirmation to move forward 
on its economic recovery efforts, 
but some Republicans were using 
procedural rules to try to delay 
Geithner’s confirmation vote in 
the full Senate until this week.
Some Democrats acknowledged 
that in normal times, Geithner, 47, 
would not have been confirmed. 
His deep involvement in Wall 
Street rescue efforts, however, 
offers the nation both experience 
and continuity, and for many 
Democrats that trumps concerns 
about his tax stumbles. 
Before Thursday’s vote, the 
Treasury nominee provided a 
detailed, 102-page response to 
questions from the Senate Finance 
Committee.
Geithner was blunt at times.
“President Obama--backed by 
the conclusions of a broad range of 
economists--believes that China is 
manipulating its currency,” wrote 
Geithner, expressing a view that 
the previous Treasury secretary, 
Henry Paulson, was unwilling to 
voice.
Geithner sounded more like 
Paulson, however, when he warned 
that developing the proper response 
to the currency manipulation is no 
easy task.
“The question is how and when 
to broach the subject in order to 
do more good than harm,” he 
wrote, suggesting that entering 
a trade spat with China amid a 
global economic crisis would be 
inappropriate.
Now is the time to engage China, 
he suggested.
“The latest figures show that 
China’s growth in 2008 was 
9 percent, a full 4 percentage 
points lower than in the previous 
year. Because China accounts for 
such a large fraction of the world 
economy, a further slowdown in 
China would lead to a substantial 
fall in world growth (and demand 
for U.S. exports) and delay 
recovery from the crisis,” he 
wrote. “Therefore the immediate 
goal should be for us to convince 
China to adopt a more aggressive 
stimulus package as we do our part 
to try to pass a stimulus package 
here at home.” 
Several of the questions accused 
Geithner of complicity in today’s 
global financial crisis for failing 
to properly regulate Citigroup, 
whose former senior adviser 
Robert Rubin, a Clinton Treasury 
secretary, was Geithner’s mentor 
in the 1990s.
“Citigroup’s supervisors, 
including the Federal Reserve, 
failed to identify a number of their 
risk management shortcomings 
and to induce appropriate changes 
in behavior,” Geithner answered, 
in a mea culpa of sorts. “The Fed 
and other regulators are in the 
process of carefully evaluating the 
sources of the current problems 
and the changes that need to be 
made to prevent this situation in 
the future.”
Geithner clears Senate hurdle, but questions linger
By Kevin G. Hall
McClatchy Newspapers
(MCT)
White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel (left) and Tim Geithner, Treasury secretary-designate, appear together before the start of a 
luncheon with President Barack Obama at Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Tuesday. 
Lawrence Jackson/PooL/McT
costs,” he said. “This just shows 
you how out of line it is.”
The proposed tuition cap would 
be tied to the consumer price 
index, so that tuition may only be 
increased a certain amount and 
cannot be done without warning 
the students or informing the 
state. An increase in designated 
tuition and fees must be approved 
by a majority vote of the students 
at an institution, the bill states.
“I want to index it to the 
consumer price index but at the 
same time push the state to pick 
up more of its responsibilities and 
fund higher education,” Hinojosa 
said.
For students, a bill that will put 
a cap on tuition seems like a great 
idea.
Senior English major Marisa 
Kahn thinks that it would help 
make education more affordable.
“Everyone would have an 
opportunity to attend school,” 
Kahn said. “It would provide 
people with the hope to one day 
attend school without forever 
being in debt from student 
loans.”
Junior criminal justice major 
Bertha Lozano believes a cap on 
tuition would benefit all students.
“That way, they can freeze the 
tuition rate and students will save 
more money,” Lozano said. “It 
will attract more [students] … 
to the school … and I think it’s a 
great idea.”
However, the bill poses a few 
problems for universities because 
they receive most of their revenue 
from tuition. 
“It’s always difficult when 
taxes go up or tuition goes up, 
but at the same time, the cost of 
education goes up, everything 
goes up,” said Antonio Zavaleta, 
UTB/TSC’s vice president for 
External Affairs. “That’s the 
other side of that coin. If we don’t 
keep pace with increasing costs, 
then we have a deficit, and we 
have to run the university like a 
business.”
Universities need the money 
they receive from tuition to fund 
other expense increases such 
as faculty salaries, electricity, 
water, maintenance and school 
programs.
“A tuition cap on the one side 
may seem like a wonderful thing 
to those of you who have to pay 
the tuition, but … that really 
puts the business aspect of the 
university in jeopardy,” Zavaleta 
said. “How do we then continue 
to provide the programs, hire 
the faculty, build and staff the 
buildings that are required by 
students and provide the seats in 
classes that students need?
“Tuition cap sounds wonderful, 
but at the same time … [if] a 
deficit occurred, the university 
[would have] to curtail services 
because we couldn’t afford them. 
We wouldn’t have the money or 
revenues.” 
Hinojosa realizes how 
important tuition revenue is to 
universities, but believes that the 
state should be more responsible 
for university expenses than 
having it come from student 
pockets.
“My purpose for this is not to 
cut funding from universities,” 
he said. “Universities need the 
money, and the state needs to 
appropriate the money that 
is needed by the universities 
to provide an education to 
students.” 
Hinojosa’s co-authors on 
SB 105 consist of a coalition 
of bipartisan senators, Tommy 
Williams (R-Woodlands), Jane 
Nelson (R-Lewisville), Dan 
Patrick (R-Houston), Mario 
Gallegos (D-Houston), Chris 
Harris (R-Arlington), Carlos 
Uresti (D-San Antonio), Troy 
Fraser (R-Horseshoe Bay) and Dr. 
Robert Deuell (R-Greenville).
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President Obama’s inauguration 
speech is unique, including its 
“priority of pragmatism,” says 
a university administrator who 
examined the new leader’s 
words.
Michael Putegnat, director for 
UTB/TSC’s Institute for Public 
Service, analyzed the speech for 
an audience of about 150 people 
during “The Changing Face of 
Leadership” symposium held 
Tuesday evening in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall.
Three things, Putegnat said, 
make this speech different from 
any other president’s: focus on 
the scientific method in decision-
making, priority of pragmatism 
and a willingness to accept the 
constraints of values. 
Putegnat cited a member 
of the Republican Party who 
attended a bipartisan conference 
on education and reported 
being shocked by the efficiency 
of the Democratic campaign, 
a campaign that broke down 
decision-making step by step.
“When she walked away 
from that, she was shaking,” he 
said. “This was a completely 
unrelenting, detailed, high-tech, 
nonstop effort that was going on, 
and she wondered if this was an 
unusual case. But it wasn’t an 
unusual case. This was going on 
around the country.”
Putegnat looked at several 
practical decisions that Obama 
has made, such as appointing 
experienced people to his Cabinet 
who “would be able to start 
immediately.”
“This new pragmatist 
represents … what’s going to 
happen next in this country,” 
he said. “Liberals are going to 
be disappointed perhaps by the 
choices when [Obama] chooses 
things that work, rather than 
things that would make them feel 
good. Conservatives are going 
to be unhappy because some of 
these things should have been 
their ideas. There are going to 
be people who claim that he is 
conservative and he’s a liberal and 
he’s neither. … They keep trying 
to take the cookie cutter and put it 
on the man who’s basically trying 
to find what works.”
Putegnat noted that during the 
inauguration speech, when many 
past presidents have talked about 
their plans for office, Obama 
talked about values, which 
Putegnat defines as constraints to 
choices.
“He said today, ‘Our challenges 
may be new. The instruments 
with which we meet them may 
be new. But those values upon 
which our success depends--hard 
work and honesty, courage and 
fair play, tolerance and curiosity, 
loyalty and patriotism--these 
things are old, these things are 
true,’” Putegnat quoted Obama 
as saying. “In fact, if you paid 
any attention to what was going 
on today, you didn’t hear one 
program, one promise, one thing 
that he was going to work on. He 
talked about the nature of the state 
of the country, and then spoke … 
about the values of the country.”
Also speaking at the symposium 
were Brownsville Mayor Pat 
Ahumada and Cameron County 
Precinct 2 Commissioner John 
Wood.
Ahumada spoke about his 
journey from fisherman to 
mayor.
“What happened to me was 
very unique because I was a 
fisherman for 25 years. … That’s 
about as common as you can 
get,” he said. “I believe fishermen 
are just like farmers-- salt of the 
earth, very simple people, hard-
working people. … Then I saw an 
injustice being committed … that 
citizens’ voices were not being 
heard … and I said, ‘I could do 
that. I could do better than that.’”
Ahumada said the qualities of a 
leader are “believing in the cause, 
standing up for your citizens and 
voicing their concerns.” 
“I’ve heard that one man can 
make a difference, one person 
can make a difference, and that’s 
very true,” he said. “But that 
person cannot make a difference 
if he doesn’t represent, I think, 
those values and those principles 
that we’re all about because 
when that person … stands up, 
as passionate as he may be, to 
an injustice, he’s not alone. He 
knows there’s others just like him 
that believe in that, and that’s 
what makes him strong.”
Wood also spoke on the 
qualities of a leader, showing the 
difference between the classic 
paradigm and what he felt were 
the real traits. He said being a 
good listener is one of the many 
traits that a leader should have. 
“Whether  elected  or  appointed, 
it doesn’t automatically make a 
person a leader, either good leader 
or bad leader,” he said. “Whether 
a person is a good person or a bad 
leader depends on the perspective 
of others. I did not see President 
Obama’s inaugural address today, 
and I didn’t hear it, but I did hear 
one radio commentator talk about 
how bad the speech was, and then 
I heard another talk about how 
good it was. So, it depends on 
who’s listening, who’s hearing 
and what they come to the table 
with.”
The commissioner then used 
his work on the border wall as 
an example. In his experience, 
he said, some would have an 
apparent lack of interest while 
others joined the cause readily, 
which shows how perception 
shapes political interest and 
ideas.
“I think this needs to 
happen more often,” said 
Pavel Vakhlamov, a senior 
environmental sciences major who 
attended the symposium. “More 
of the Brownsville government 
needs to communicate with the 
younger population. … They 
need to involve the public a lot 
more.”
The event was part of the Ford 
Foundation Difficult Dialogues 
Initiative, a grant the English 
and Communication Department 
received, which aims to improve 
dialogue about controversial 
subjects through a variety of 
events and programs.
“While our primary focus 
was leadership, I think our local 
leaders ‘got out’ some interesting 
talking points about a variety of 
issues,” said Associate Professor 
John Cook, who organized the 
symposium with the help of 
students. 
Obama’s speech examined in symposium
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February 16, 2009
Application Deadline to complete Student Teaching
Fall 2009
• Applications are available in the Education Building or on the web        
   page at http://soe.utb.edu/.
   Relevant requirements are also found on the web page.
• If you intend to meet all requirements by August 2009, you should
   apply by this deadline.
• Only complete applications will be accepted by 5:00 p.m. on 
   Monday, February 16th. 
• If you need to verify that you meet admission requirements, contact
   the Field Experiences Office at (956) 882-5700.
• You are strongly encouraged to REGISTER EARLY for Student 
   Teaching so that your placement can be handled before June.
Leaders of Brownsville and 
Cameron County have united to 
present a stronger voice before 
the Texas Legislature.
The leaders discussed and 
presented current and future 
projects and initiatives.
State Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-
Brownsville) briefed officials 
on the direction the Texas state 
government is taking during the 
81st Legislative session.
“Pre-filing for bills began on 
Monday, Nov. 10,” Lucio said 
during the meeting Jan. 15 at 
the Brownsville Events Center. 
“Already, some 380 bills had 
been filed in the Senate and 
another 865 in the House, and 
that’s climbing every day, so 
we are off to a bad start. I do 
have to say, given the financial 
constraints, the bleak outlook for 
the economy, it will be a difficult 
session.”
Lucio said his focus will 
be on education, economic 
development and infrastructure 
but added that his first priority 
is Senate Bill 98, which would 
establish a health science center 
and medical school in South 
Texas. The bill was filed Nov. 
10, according to the Texas 
Legislature Online.
“The health science center 
would comprise a medical 
school and other health-related 
degree programs,” he said. “The 
opening of a medical school in 
South Texas would help recruit 
doctors to an underserved area 
and provide students in the 
region with an opportunity to 
attend a professional school.”
In other presentations, Texas 
Southmost College District 
board of trustees Chairman 
David Oliveira announced that 
the board plans on filing a bill 
to include UTB/TSC in the 
Permanent University Fund.
“The only UT System schools 
that are not included in the 
Permanent University Fund are 
UT-Pan Am and UT-Brownsville, 
and that’s just not right.” Oliveira 
said. “We are going to start that 
discussion. Now we know it’s a 
tough session to do that, but we 
are not afraid to tackle tough 
issues, and we know we have the 
support of our local legislators.”
The Permanent University 
Fund is a public endowment 
that was established in the 
Texas Constitution of 1876 
through appropriations of land 
grants previously given to the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
The PUF is managed by the board 
of regents of the University of 
Texas System, which determines 
and distributes the funds to each 
PUF institution.
Tony Zavaleta, vice president 
for External Affairs, presented 
UTB/TSC’s legislative agenda, 
which includes a tuition revenue 
bond request for $63 million to 
build a Student Success Center. 
The center would be a “one-stop 
shop” for students, providing 
support services for students 
from admission to graduation. 
Zavaleta also said the university 
is requesting $9.5 million in 
Exceptional Items requests, 
which includes:
--$5 million to develop 
programs in order to increase 
the number of health care 
professionals;
--$1.5 million to establish 
a center for coastal and 
environmental studies;
--$1.5 million to develop 
a center for public policy, 
communication and law; 
--$1.5 million for a center for 
master teaching of mathematics 
and science.     
Zavaleta said the funding 
UTB/TSC receives from the 
state is determined by a formula, 
but pointed out that the formula 
is never fully funded. 
“Well, if UTB and TSC 
receive our revenues based on 
a formula, very much based on 
daily attendance [like] at the 
school district … that means 
we are always playing catch-
up,” he said. “That means that 
we are always struggling in an 
environment in which we have 
a steadily increasing enrollment. 
We have one of the fastest 
growing enrollments in the state 
of Texas.
“In this session of the 
Legislature, we do not know yet, 
because of the financial situation 
of the nation and the state, if 
tuition revenue bonds will be 
let.”
Zavaleta added that the 
university is prepared if it does 
not receive any tuition revenue 
bonds.
Also present at the meeting 
were representatives from the 
Brownsville City Commission, 
Cameron County Commissioners 
Court, Brownsville Navigation 
District board, Brownsville 
Independent School District 
board, Cameron County Regional 
Mobility Authority board, 
Brownsville Public Utilities 
Board, Brownsville Community 
Improvement Corp., Greater 
Brownsville Incentive Corp., 
the Brownsville Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, Imagine 
Brownsville and the Mexican 
Consulate Office.
Local leaders state legislative agendas
Entities unite in funding request
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
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The  Collegian’s Quest 4
  Fu n
Many of my friends have 
told me how fun it is to ride 
the go-carts at City Karts. I 
have always felt a little nervous 
about go-carts, but decided to be 
adventurous and try something 
new.
City Karts, at 7000 N. Expy., 
is the place to go when you feel 
the need for speed.
There are go-carts for 
children that run as fast as 35 
mph and for adults that run up 
to 50 mph. 
In order to ride, you need to 
be at least 7 years old and 55 
inches tall.
If it’s your fi rst time riding 
a go-cart, you must buy a one-
time $5 membership card. After 
buying the membership card, 
riders pay $10 for a 10-minute 
ride.
You might not think that is 
a great deal of time, but it all 
depends on how fast you are 
driving.
Ten minutes can give you 
about 10 to 12 laps on the race 
track.
The race track is wide, with 
many curves and plenty of 
tires on the edge of it to buffer 
bumps. Each rider must wear a 
helmet for safety. 
Once you’re in the cart, 
employee Omar Flores shows 
you the accelerator and brake 
pedals.
Safety rules are easy to 
follow.
“Don’t bump into each other, 
and have fun,” Flores said in 
Spanish.
He then pushes the cart and 
you are set to go.
 At fi rst, I had trouble 
maneuvering the go-cart, but 
it’s like driving any car, except 
smaller.
I got so nervous when the 
turns came, I would slow down 
and just about everybody else 
would pass me, including 
fellow Collegian staff writer 
Paola Ibarra. 
Two minutes into the ride, 
I crashed into the side of the 
track. I was not injured, but 
quite embarrassed because I 
crashed for no reason at all--
OK, I am not a good racer, but 
I had fun. 
That is why City Karts 
Manager Harry Dholwani says 
riders must wear a helmet for 
their protection. 
If you crash, Flores runs to 
you and asks if you are safe. 
If you are, he then pushes you 
onto the track again.
When the 10 minutes pass, a 
whistle blows, letting you know 
the ride is over.
City Karts offers other types 
of entertainment as well. On 
Tuesday there are salsa classes; 
Wednesday, karaoke; and on 
Friday and Saturday, live music 
by the band Picasso. It also has 
video games and a snack bar.
Enjoy the ride!
Cavazos adjusts her helmet before taking off.
Collegian Staff Writer Paola Ibarra takes her last lap around the City Karts racetrack.
Ibarra (left) and Collegian Staff Writer Cavazos leave the track in a happy mood. 
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
The need for speed 
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN PHOTOS 
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about this problem to Campus Police and 
have suggested that patrols of the Tandy 
parking lot be increased to catch these 
violators. My suggestions have obviously 
gone ignored. If Campus Police were to 
patrol the Tandy Hall parking lot more 
often, the revenues from tickets would 
increase dramatically.
 But who am I to suggest such a thing, right? 
I am just a disabled student at UTB/TSC. 
As I have seen these past three semesters, 
the rights and needs of the disabled 
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What is your favorite food? “Chicken.”
Would you like to live in another 
country? If so, which? “France.”
Who was your first love? “Charlie.”
What do you look for in the opposite 
sex? “Funny, smart and [a] nice smile.”
What is your ideal guy? “Preferably tall, 
but it’s OK [if he’s not]; honest, confident 
but not cocky.”
Who is your unrequited love? “John 
McLaughlin.”
Do you believe in love at first sight? 
“Maybe.”
What’s the first thing you think about 
when you wake up? “I don’t want to 
wake up, five more minutes.”
Do you have a good-luck charm? “No.”
Something that you always wear and 
never take off: “Contacts or glasses.”
What are you scared of? “My mom.”
How long do you typically take to dress? 
“Forty-five minutes.”
What puts you in a good mood? “My 
friends and music.”
What type of music do you listen to? 
“All kinds.”
Describe yourself in three words? 
“Funny, smart, random.”
If you had only 24 hours to live, what 
would you do? “I would visit everybody, 
all my family and have fun with them.”
Do you believe in yourself? “Yes.”
Do you like short or long hair? “Both.”
What’s the best age to get married? 
Why? “Twenty-eight, because you’re 
done with school for the most part and so 








-Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like to be featured in Cupid’s 
Corner, call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
Cupid’s
corner   .
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian
Sophomore psychology major Delia 
Guajardo studies Thursday in the 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore.
Study session
rebekah S. gomez/CoLLegian
The UTB/TSC Chess Team 
continues to make history, this 
time by placing third at the 
Pan American Intercollegiate 
Tournament and earning a spot in 
the Final Four U.S. Intercollegiate 
Chess Team Championship. 
The team had the entire 
semester to prepare for the 
competition, held in Dallas on 
Dec. 28, and practiced hard for 
the tourney.
“The only difference between 
this past year and the year before 
was … dedication,” said chess 
team member Arturo Gracía Jr., 
a junior biology major.
“It’s very satisfying. … We 
set high goals every year and 
our goal was to qualify for the 
Final Four, so this is the first time 
we’ve done it,” Chess Program 
Director Rusty Harwood said 
about the tournament.
Asked about the competition 
the team faced  at the tournament, 
freshman Bradley Sawyer, of 
Houston, replied, “All my life 
I’ve played chess by myself and 
it was the first time I had to play 
with a team. … It was different. 
… It was tough.”
Sawyer said the team practiced 
five hours a week with Coach 
and Grand Master Gilberto 
Hernandez, who helped them 
work on different strategies and 
technique.
The team beat 26 of the 29 
teams at the tournament. Hosting 
the tournament was the University 
of Texas at Dallas, which took 
top honors. The University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County, 
came in second and Stanford 
University placed fourth.
The universities will face 
each other at the Final Four of 
Chess April 4 and 5 in Dallas, 
where the winner will be dubbed 
the nation’s collegiate chess 
champion.
“We are going to know what 
players the other universities are 
going to send, so … what we’re 
going to do is study [them] … 
what openings they use [with] 
white, what openings they use 
with black,” Harwood said. 
Asked what this 
accomplishment means to the 
university, Vice President for 
Student Affairs Hilda Silva said 
in an e-mail interview, “Our 
chess team in the Final Four 
is a huge accomplishment and 
one that the entire campus and 
community can be proud of. 
These students represented our 
university with pride and they are 
helping us become a powerhouse 
in the chess community. For 
years, UT-Dallas [and the] 
University of Maryland [have] 
been known [for] having stellar 
chess programs. … Well, this win 
and this major accomplishment 
ranks us up there with those 
powerhouse programs.”
Besides Gracia and Sawyer, 
team members who participated 
in the tourney were International 
Master Daniel Fernandez and 
Women International Masters 
Nadya Ortiz and Luciana 
Morales.
“It’s an amazing feeling … 
being part of the team that for 
the first time made it possible 
to qualify to the Final Four,” 
Morales said. “It was also like 
a Christmas gift because the 
tournament is held in the last 
days of December and for this 
reason [I] had to stay here in 
Brownsville and not [go] home 
[to Peru, but] this was more than 
worth it.” 
Individually, Fernandez gained 
three points out of five in the first 
board, as did Ortiz in the second 
board. Sawyer received five 
points out of six and in the fourth 
board Morales received 3.5 
points out of 5. Alternate Gracía 
gained two points out of three.
In other chess news, UTB/
TSC has won the bid to host the 
Pan American Intercollegiate 
Tournament next December. 
The event will take place at the 
Sheraton Hotel on South Padre 
Island.
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Chess team maps strategy for Final Four 
By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
Chess Program Director Russell Harwood (from left), International Master Daniel 
Fernandez, Woman International Master Nadya Ortiz, Bradley Sawyer, Woman 
International Master Luciana Morales, Arturo Gracía Jr. and Chess Coach and Grand 
Master Gilberto Hernandez are shown with the awards they won Dec. 28 at the Pan 
American Chess Championships in Dallas. The team placed third and will advance to 
the Final Four U.S. Intercollegiate Chess Team Championship April 4 and 5 in Dallas.
Courtesy Photo
Page 12 • January 26, 2009 The Collegian
Nominations for the 2008-2009 Who’s Who 
Among Students in American Universities 
and Colleges and Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Junior Colleges 
are now being accepted by the Office of 
the Dean of Students. This program is to 
honor outstanding campus student leaders 
for scholastic, campus and community 
achievements.
The following criteria apply to all nominees:















 2.   No record of academic or discipline probation 
or suspension
 3.   A member of at least one UTB/TSC registered 
student organization
Applications are available at 
http://www.sa.utb.edu/DOS/who.htm
Please complete and submit your application to 
the Dean of Students Office, located in the Old Education 
Building, no later than 4 p.m. February 20.
For further information, contact David Marquez, 
Coordinator for Student Judicial Affairs, at 882-5141.
Nominate a student leader for the 
Scorpion Leadership Ring
•		The	University	of	Texas	at	Brownsville	and	Texas	Southmost	
College, in partnership with Balfour College Jewelry Company 
and the UTB/TSC Student Government Association (SGA), 
will provide three official class ring(s) to graduating senior(s), 
graduate students and/or recent alumni who have excelled 
in academics, leadership activities and service to the campus 
and/or the community-at-large. 
•  To be considered, the committee must receive an unofficial 
transcript	and	provide	responses	to	the	criteria	listed	on	this	
application. Each nominee should attach their résumé for 
additional consideration. 
“A Symbol of  Learning”
Deadline to apply: 
Wednesday, 4 p.m. February 25, 2009
UTB/TSC & The Archer Center
offer to you the experience of a lifetime!
Live, work and earn up to 12 credits at 
UTB/TSC while interning in Washington, DC!
For further information, contact the Dean of Students Office at 
882-5141 or at our Web site, www.sa.utb.edu/archer.
Join us to find out more!
For an application and more information, go online to 
http://www.ring.utb.edu	or	call	
the Dean of Students Office at 882-5141.
Student Leaders will be chosen based on 
their academic performance, leadership at 
UTB/TSC, and service to their community.
The following criteria apply to all nominees:
Requirements:
•	Junior	or	senior	status
• Overall GPA: 3.0
•	Previous	work	or	internship	experience
• Completion of government requirements
• 24 hours completed in residence
Applications are available at 
http://www.sa.utb.edu/archer/default.htm
Please complete and submit your application to the Dean of 
Students Office, located in the Old Education Building. 
Deadline: 4 p.m. 
February 13, 2009
Deadline:
4 p.m. Feb. 20
WHO’S WHO
When Felipe Cordova enters 
the boxing ring, he’s fighting 
not only an opponent, but also 
the perception of disabilities.
Cordova, a sophomore 
radiologic technology major 
at UTB/TSC, has been boxing 
on and off for 12 years, the last 
three professionally, and has a 
13-0 record.
The junior featherweight’s 
next big fight is scheduled 
Feb. 6 against Mexico City’s 
Alfredo Estrada. The fight is a 
title bout for the Junior World 
Boxing Council Latin American 
championship at the Mundo 
Nuevo Convention Center in 
Matamoros, Mexico. 
“It’s a minor title, but if I do 
win … then it’s going to open 
a whole lot of doors,” Cordova 
said. “And I’m going to have 
a different perspective of what 
could happen.”
His opponents probably don’t 
know that Cordova is hearing-
impaired, a condition he does 
not consider a challenge.
“I’ve had obstacles, the fact 
that I can’t really hear that well,” 
he said, “but I go to [Disability 
Services Coordinator Steve] 
Wilder, and everything I 
actually need, they provide, so 
that’s kind of nice.
“I’ve been lucky enough to 
have some friends that actually 
accommodate themselves to 
me, so I haven’t really had any 
challenges.” 
He started boxing after 
following the example of 
former boxing world champion 
Oscar de la Hoya.
“He was my inspiration, he 
was my idol,” Cordova said. 
“So I tried [boxing], and I found 
out I was kind of good at it, so 
I kept at it.”
Asked how he balanced school 
and his athletics, Cordova drew 
parallels between the two.
“Boxing and school are 
very much alike, because you 
really have to divide your 
time, prioritize and keep at it. 
… When I first got here, it got 
a little hard, but you just have 
to calm down and think things 
over, and they work themselves 
out.”
Cordova described his most 
memorable fight.
“I fought some guy 
two fights ago. I was at 
11 fights and the other 
guy was at 23 fights,” he 
said. “I didn’t know he 
had that many fights, but I 
just went in there and did 
what I do, and … I won. 
After I found out he had 
so and so fights, [I was] 
surprised, but like I said, 
just work hard, train hard, and 
it all works itself out.”
Outside the ring, Cordova 
is not your average university 
student.
“I go out very [rarely], 
because with school and boxing, 
it’s a lot of commitment, and 
it’s time consuming, and like I 
said, you have to prioritize,” he 
said.
But Cordova does visit his 
trainer’s house to watch boxing 
matches on TV.
 “Besides being my trainer, 
he’s one of my best friends, 
and occasionally there’s some 
pay-per-view fights and he puts 
them on [in] his house, so we 
go [there],” he said.
Despite his success in the 
ring, Cordova remains down to 
earth.
“I’m just a humble person,” 
he said. “For me, the most 
important thing is to stay 
humble, stay grounded and just 
work hard.”
Cordova outlined his goals, 
which include studying exercise 
science after getting his 
radiologic technology degree.
“I want to go into exercise 
science, kinesiology, because 
I’m an exercise fanatic, and 
so far, my career has been 
progressively kind of good. … 
At this point, boxing is really 
unpredictable. But other than 
that, I really want to become a 
champion.
“Boxing is not guaranteed, 
and school is. So that’s why I’m 
here, and I’m having a good 
time.”
Cordova hopes his 
determination will inspire other 
students.
“I really hope I serve as an 
inspiration for the students with 
disabilities. That just because we 
have certain disabilities, doesn’t 
mean we’re not [capable]. … 
For everybody with a disability, 
don’t let it keep you down, no 
matter what you have, there’s 
always a way.”
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Knocking out disability
of  the Week







What brought to you to UTB/TSC? 
“It just felt like a great opportunity for 
me, because, [it was] close to home, my 
parents. My family can come see me 
pitch.”
Most memorable moment playing 
a sport: “Last year we hosted the 
conference tournament, opened the 
game up that … night against 18th-
ranked [Texas] Wesleyan. It was a great 
feeling, just being up there on the bump, 
throwing your heart out.”
Most influential people in my life: 
“My mom and my uncles. My mom, 
she’s been right there for me every 
step of the way. ... My uncles played 
sports, and they just made sure I was 
on the right track, not getting into any 
bad habits, and just doing everything 
the right way and respecting the game 
I play.” 
Career: “I want to be a coach. 
Everything I’m learning out here, I just 
want to teach it to high school players.”
Best friend: “My brother.”
Favorite band or artist: “Guns n’ 
Roses,”
Favorite movie quote: “I know you’re 
tired, I know you’re hurtin’. I wish I 
could say something that’s classy and 
inspirational, but it wouldn’t be our 
style. Pain heals, chicks dig scars, glory 
lasts forever.”-- “The Replacements”
Weaknesses: “I can be nice at 
times, a little too nice, when a lot 
of my teammates want me to be 
a little more aggressive at times.” 
What is one thing you wish you could 
change about yourself? “Nothing, 
I mean, I would want to say my body 
size, but I like the way I am. I know 
where I’m at in my life, so I wouldn’t 
really want to change anything.”
Waffles or pancakes? “Waffles.”
Sing or dance? “Dance.”
Fast, difficult, or forbidden? 
“Difficult.”
Punk or hip-hop? “Punk.” 
--Compiled by Hugo E. Rodriguez
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
The following student athletes have been named to the Fall 2008 
Director of Athletics Honor Roll: 
Baseball--Jorge Camorlinga, Luis Alexis De Jesus Diaz, Daniel 
Garcia, Noe Gonzalez, Ryan MacDonald, Pedro Maldonado, Robert 
Mang, David Pittman, Scott Price*, Gilberto Puente, Victor Venegas 
and Jacob Yousif*.
Volleyball--Belinda Carreon, Katherine Japp*, Jeanne O’Leary, 
Amanda Ozuna, Chelsea Spadaro and Abigail Wilcox. 
Men’s Golf--Brock Crosson, Adam Haley and James Milligan.
Women’s Golf--Andrea Cadriel, April Martinez and Allison Valles. 
Men’s Soccer--Mark McCormick, Fernando Mendoza, Darren 
O’Conner, Ricky Rodriguez, Christopher Scott, Antonio Vernaschi and 
Mario Zamora*. 
Women’s Soccer--Sara DiBenedetto, Linette Cuvillier, Olyvia Gaytan, 
Jessica Hamer, Milica Mihajlovic, Stephanie Reid and Helen Wagstaff.
*Denotes 4.0 grade- point-average for the semester.
--Source: Intercollegiate Athletics
Fall 2008 Director of Athletics Honor Roll
Scorpion Baseball Schedule
Date  Time  Opponent  
Saturday  TBA  Alumni Game
Feb. 6  6 p.m.  Lubbock Christian
Feb. 7  1 p.m.  Lubbock Christian
Feb. 7  After Game 1 Lubbock Christian
Feb. 8  1 p.m.  Lubbock Christian
Feb. 13  6 p.m.  UH-Victoria
Feb. 14  1 p.m.  UH-Victoria
Feb. 14  After Game 1 UH-Victoria
Sophomore radiologic technology major Felipe Cordova
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
MiChaEl PEña/CollEgian
Friends and family 
of UTB/TSC student 
Laura Saldaña say she 
was a wonderful and 
loving person.
After battling medulla 
blastoma, a type of 
brain cancer, for several 
months, Miss Saldaña, 
died at 2:01 p.m. Dec. 
1 in the Valley Regional 
Medical Center. She 
was 21.
Miss Saldaña was a 
junior art major and 
wanted to become a 
graphic designer. 
Alberto Saldaña 
remembers his sister as 
“always happy.”
“[She] never 
complained, and let 
us know that she was 
OK while being sick,” 
Alberto Saldaña said.
Daniel Rivera, Miss 
Saldaña’s boyfriend, 
said they “met in high 
school, my sophomore 
year and her junior 
year.”
“She didn’t like me at 
first,” Rivera said. “[It] 
took me a while, but 
I stopped chasing her 
and she started liking 
me afterwards and 
asked me out on May 
20, 2005.”
Rivera described 
Miss Saldaña as “very 
wonderful, very loving, 
… always friendly, 
always had a smile 
on, very open, very 
artistic, … outgoing 
[and wanted to] explore 
new things.”
She was born 
in Brownsville and 
graduated from Homer 
Hanna High School. 
Her hobbies were 
painting and drawing. 
She was also an usher 
at St. Luke’s Catholic 
Church.
What most stood 
out about her, Rivera 
said, was that “she was 
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*Discounts may vary from state to state.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
Discounts up to *
With discounts for good drivers, multiple vehicles and 
combining home and auto policies, a great auto rate is closer 
than you think. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®













Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, February 4th. You will need 
to come by the School of Education to register and pick up your ticket 
prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
BROWNSVILLE 













•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
Laura Saldaña, 21, art major
By Paola Ibarra
Staff Writer
quiet, but she would be 
smiling and she would 
say corny jokes to break 
the ice.”
Miss Saldaña loved 
the university, he said.
“She liked all her 
professors, especially 
[Lecturer Ruth] Keitz,” 
Rivera said. “She was 
taking photography 
before her tumor got 
advanced.”
Miss Saldaña attended 
classes until mid-
October, her brother 
said.
Besides her brother, 
survivors include her 
parents, Jose Guadalupe 
and Dora Laura Saldaña, 
and another brother, 
Arturo Saldaña.
Services were held 
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de hoy
E s t u d i a n t e
Nombre: Arabella Quezada
Edad: 21




Clasificación: Estudiante de 
tercer año
Reconocimientos: Lista 
de la Rectora: Otoño 2006, 
Primavera 2007, Otoño 
2007, Primavera 2008 y 
Otoño 2008.
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta 
nadar, leer la biblia y pasar 
tiempo con mi familia”.
A c t i v i d a d e s 
extracurriculares: “School 
of Business Volunteer 
Mentorship Program”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? 
“Graduarme y [obtener] 
mi maestría. Ser una mejor 
persona cada día y después 
tener una familia”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más 
grande? “Mantener las 
calificaciones altas”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo 
de la universidad, qué 
harías? “[Que ofrecieran] 
más horarios de clases… y 
más programas o carreras”.
¿Qué te gusta de la 
universidad? “El campus, 
los edificios y los maestros”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a 
los estudiantes de nuevo 
ingreso? “Que se enfocaran 
en sus estudios y que no se 
den por vencidos”.
¿Qué consejo les darías 
a los estudiantes para 
estudiar en un examen? 
“Que lean lo que el profesor 
pide, los capítulos, [y] las 
notas”.
--Recopilado por Paola 
Ibarra
Los hombres controlan al mundo, pero las 
mujeres controlan a los hombres.
Ese comentario fue hecho durante la puesta 
en escena “Por Qué los Hombres Aman a las 
Cabronas”, el pasado miércoles ante un lleno 
total en el Teatro de la Reforma de Matamoros.
La comedia es protagonizada por Consuelo 
Duval, Mercedes Molto y Janlú, y está basada 
en el famoso libro de la escritora norteamericana 
Sherry Argov. 
Dirigida por Mercedes de la Cruz y producida 
por Rubén Lara, la obra es una guía sobre 
relaciones para las mujeres que son demasiado 
buenas.
Todo el acto ocurre en el departamento 
de Dulce, y la escenografía fue simple, 
predominando el color rojo.
El público rió a carcajadas durante toda la obra, 
especialmente con las ocurrencias de Duval en 
su interpretación de Dulce.
En la primera parte de la obra, Dulce está 
dispuesta a hacer todo por su hombre, todo por 
mantener a Jorge, interpretado por Janlú, a su 
lado.
Inicia con Dulce marcándole a Jorge, ya que 
tiene 27 horas, 14 minutos y 15 segundos de no 
saber nada de él.
“Si quieres que vaya a limpiar tu departamento, 
avísame; o si ya no tienes camisas limpias, yo 
puedo ir a recogerlas en este mismo instante”, le 
dice Dulce a su novio en un mensaje de voz. “Tal 
vez no tengas dinero para invitarme a salir, pero 
no importa, yo puedo pagar lo mío--y lo tuyo”.
También le recuerda que está disponible a 
cualquier hora.
“No importa que sea la madrugada, ya sabes 
que yo soy como la sobrecargo ‘Aunque el avión 
se esté cayendo, siempre estoy disponible’”, dice 
Dulce.
Dulce es una mujer que siempre espera y 
justifica a su novio.
“Su celular está fallando, de 10 llamadas que 
le hago al día, sólo me responde una si bien 
me va”, le comenta Dulce a su amiga Bárbara, 
interpretada por Molto.
Al final de la obra, gracias a los consejos de 
Bárbara, Dulce aprende a quererse y a darse su 
lugar. Se convierte en una mujer buena pero 
fuerte, que no dice sí a todo.
Jorge aprende a valorarla y a 
quererla.
“Las mujeres fueron hechas para 
amarlas, no para entenderlas”, dice 
Jorge.
Bárbara aconseja a las mujeres 
de la audiencia a aceptar todo, no 
dar explicaciones y después hacer 
lo que más les convenga.
A la obra asistieron no sólo 
mujeres, sino también hombres.
Carlos Edgar Garay disfrutó de la 
obra y dijo que fue muy graciosa.
“Es un mensaje para todas 
las mujeres que asistieron, que 
no fueran sumisas, que fueran 
cabronas”, comentó Garay, quien 
asistió con su esposa.
Olga Vargas se divirtió durante la 
puesta en escena, aunque esperaba 
más.
“En realidad mis expectativas 
estaban un poco más elevadas, yo 
esperaba algo--no sé, más divertida. 
Es divertida, pero un poquito más”, 
platicó Vargas. “Pero si me gusto, 
me encanta la actriz [Duval]”.
Carolina Delgado recomendó la 
obra, en especial a las mujeres.
“Estuvo muy buena, y sí, muchas mujeres lo 
necesitan”, dijo Delgado.
Graciela Cázares dijo que muchos de los 
diálogos de la obra eran iguales a los del libro.
“Yo recomendaría que leyeran el libro”, dijo 
Cázares. “Yo compré ese libro hace cómo 4 ó 
5 años y… [después] mandé pedir casi una caja 
y se la regalé a mis hijas y a las amigas de mis 
hijas. A todas se los dediqué… porque realmente 
para muchachas, para jóvenes, ese libro puede 
ser de mucha ayuda”.
Cómo ser una perfecta ca—nija
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Jorge (Janlú) hace que Dulce (Consuelo Duval) limpie una bebida que se ha derramado, en una escena de “Por Qué los Hombres Aman a 
las Cabronas”, presentada el miércoles pasado en el Teatro de la Reforma en Matamoros. 
José Luis PadiLLa/Fotos CoLLegian
diego Lerma/CoLLegian
Dulce (Consuelo Duval) le ruega a su 
amiga Bárbara (Mercedes Molto) que le 
regrese el teléfono para poder llamar a 
su novio.
Bárbara (Mercedes Molto) le arrebata el teléfono a su amiga Dulce (Consuelo 
Duval) cuando su novio Jorge (Janlú) llama para saber si Dulce puede ir a su 
departamento a altas horas de la noche para lavar su ropa. 
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